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3 months after twister destroyed 
Northeastside apartments, little is fixed 
By Heather Gillers 
Posted: August 30, 2008 

Three months after a tornado ravaged her neighborhood, Chelynn Bostick and her 1-year-old daughter, 
Shanyla, still look outside and see torn roofs, scattered bricks and broken walls. 

The cleanup is far from over on their street and at three nearby Northeastside apartment complexes, 
thanks to slow-moving landlords, lengthy demolition processes and the sheer scope of the damage. 

For residents, that has meant spending the summer among ruined homes they say attract vagrants and 
jeopardize safety.The Marion County Health Department waited in most cases until late July to enforce 
code violations and issue tear-down orders while the city helped pick up debris from the May 30 tornado. 
Health inspectors waited until August to force a cleanup at the most devastated complex, Falcon Point 
apartments, in case the owners wanted to apply for aid from the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

"This was a very unusual and tragic situation," said Marion County Health Department spokesman John 
Althardt. "Our goal is to work with the individual property owners and the management companies." 

But in the damaged areas -- between 38th and 45th streets -- the delays have exasperated residents. 

At Oaktree apartments, where 48 units in four buildings were destroyed and 200 other units damaged, 
owners began an extensive cleanup in the past three weeks, said manager Nikki Padgett . She said 
repairs and demolition -- the four unsalvageable buildings are scheduled to be torn down next week -- 
required preparation work, and residents had to be moved into other apartments. 

The Health Department has not cited the property near 42nd Street and North Post Road, Althardt said, 
because the owner -- listed as Oakbrook, Ill.-based JVM Realty Corp. -- is cooperating with officials.  
Inspectors are taking the same approach at Spanish Oaks near 38th Street and Mitthoefer Road, where 
leasing consultant Carlos Garcia said repairs will take one or two more months to complete. 

The timetable is frustrating to resident Chyna Rayford, who was relocated from his storm-damaged 
apartment to a less-damaged one.  "Stuff is still falling down," he said. "It still has water damage." 

Spanish Oaks' owner, Los Angeles-based So 38th Street LLC, is cooperating with the county, Althardt 
said. 

Health officials have been stricter in the area where Bostick and her daughter live -- a series of properties 
along Brentwood Drive and Essex and Hampshire Courts near 42nd Street and North Post Road. Half-
caved-in roofs, broken windows and doors and scattered bricks are ubiquitous in the area, which unlike 
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the other three properties is not a company-owned complex but a collection of rental houses and 
apartments owned by individuals. 

Health inspectors visited the area in late July and early August, a response Don Pickens called "a little 
slow." But he praised officials for spurring delinquent property owners to clean up. Pickens owns about 30 
properties in the neighborhood -- one of which is scheduled for demolition next week. Two others had 
minor roof and gutter damage that he has yet to repair. 

Several residents in that neighborhood said they did not feel safe even before the tornado. One silver 
lining of the storm, they said, is that drug-dealing is almost nonexistent because customers have moved 
out. 

"This used to be drug-infested," said Cameron Griffin, who has lived in the neighborhood most of his life. 
"Since the tornado, there ain't been nothing over here." 

But residents said the abandoned properties and broken doors pose hazards to children and attract 
homeless people. Behind one home clearly forsaken by residents, a pile of blankets and personal 
possessions suggests someone else has found shelter there. 

"A lot of these places, homeless people move in, and vandals," said Tracey Harriett, who visits family in 
the neighborhood about twice a week. "Doors stay open. . . . People come in and strip the plumbing." 

Health officials have called for tearing down at least six properties in the area, and Althardt said 
authorities are not necessarily done issuing demolition orders. 

W.C. Goodall Jr., who owns one of the homes in the 4000 block of Hampshire Court, said he has decided 
to tear the house down rather than rebuild. He said he booked a demolition company but was told that 
because of the number of homes it had to tear down, it would not complete the job until September or 
October. 

If the other owners do not act on their own, the county must give them a chance to contest the demolition 
at hearings scheduled from September to November. A September demolition hearing is scheduled for 
the Falcon Point complex at 38th and Mitthoefer, where health officials plan to bill the listed owner, 
Dallas-based TacCo Falcon Point, nearly $5,000 for the 85 tons of garbage they removed. 

It is unclear whether Falcon Point, Oaktree Terrace or any individual property owners sought aid from 
FEMA. Spanish Oaks did not. 

Aid allocated to all of Marion County for both the tornado and early summer flooding totaled nearly $3.6 
million, said Indiana Department of Homeland Security spokesman John Erickson. 

Since the tornado, the Marion County Emergency Management Agency has helped residents apply for 
that money, said mayoral press secretary Marcus Barlow. 

City workers collected storm debris when the cleanup began and let people leave trash on public property 
for pickup. 

But at Spanish Oaks, a month after that grace period ended, a 20-foot-by-20 foot board is still resting in a 
tree. 

"I'm not sure really why," said Garcia, the leasing consultant, when asked about the board. "They should 
remove that pretty soon. . . . It is kind of dangerous." 



 

Daniels visits 'Ground Zero' in Griffith 
 
August 27, 2008 
 
By Michelle L. Quinn Post-Tribune correspondent  

GRIFFITH -- Gov. Mitch Daniels spent time Tuesday comforting residents who suffered through horrific tornado 
damage earlier this month, but said he would not authorize any state money for clean-up.  

"We offer in-kind support; the equipment from INDOT and support from the Indiana State Police helped to pull down 
extra costs," Daniels said.  

"I also hope Lake County will get its act together and get some money to its municipalities soon."  

State Homeland Security Director Joe Wainscott, meanwhile, said he's looking at the public cost of clean-up to see if 
Griffith and surrounding communities will qualify for federal relief funding.  

Visiting the storm-ravaged area for the first time Tuesday, Daniels toured neighborhoods that were damaged or 
destroyed when a F2 tornado tore through northwest Indiana Aug. 4, uprooting trees and damaging or destroying 
homes and businesses.  

Daniels surveyed clean-up and rebuilding efforts throughout the city, expressing sympathy for tornado victims and 
trumpeting those who've helped the area rebound.  

"I've pretty much heard what I tend to in these situations: The people responded beautifully," Daniels said in a news 
conference after touring the town's "Ground Zero." "Neighbors saved neighbors. It's a very Hoosier trait."  

Daniels listened intently as those neighbors described the horror they experienced during the storm that wiped out 
much of Griffith's north side.  

Anthony Nashkoff told him his 20 year-old son is still pretty shell-shocked from the experience.  

Normally, Nashkoff's wife, Pat, would run to their neighbors' to seek shelter in their basement while he would stay put 
and watch their big screen.  

That night, she did exactly that while he threw himself over his son and his son's girlfriend in the laundry room as the 
tornado burst through the front of their home on Indiana Street.  

"(My son) kept saying, 'We're going to die,'" Nashkoff said. "(The sound of the tornado) is nothing I ever want to hear 
again. We can still hear the glass shattering through the house."  

Daniels comforted the residents and assured them that the dark days are behind them.  

"I don't want to sound lame, but things will get back to normal quicker than you think," he said. "I hope that's your 
experience." 
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